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Assisting national 

statistical systems of the 

Arab states with a view to:

• Implementing methods 

and techniques based on 

standards

• Increasing data 

production and clearing 

gaps

• Aligning statistics with 

policy needs

Leading the Arab 

system of official 

statistics to success 

and growth

Fundamental 

Principles of Official 

Statistics

(A/RES/68/261)

Principles governing 

Intl. Statistical 

Activities

(CEB / CCSA)





ESCWA Statistics Division Programme

•XB•TC

•DA•RB
Social 

Economic

Environment

Stat4Policies 

Database

ICP-WB

Disability-WG

Gender-UNW

National Acc

Social 

Gender

Disability

Expected accomplishment:

National statistical offices implement methodologies in line with good 

practices and international standards and recommendations.
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Quality national SDG datasets

• Assist populate SDG datasets

• Construct complete, verify, 

standardize time series

• Ensure indicators with identified 

sources, definitions, calculations

• Increase dissemination of 

disaggregated indicators

• Establish 2016 official baselines 

SD compiled country datasets 

in 11 policy areas:

-Poverty & Benefits

-Agriculture & Livestock

-Population & Health

-Education

-Violence & Time Use 

-Access

-Power

-Labor

-Economics

-Transport 

-Environment

Outcome is official standardized 

country data  and metadata that 

would serve national, regional 

and global monitoring and 

reporting



Assessment of country data

• Availability in Global SDG DB

• Discrepancy in national reporting 

• Assessing metadata: source, definition and calc

• Discrepancy with international source

• Establishing official source of indicator

• Engaging with custodian agency



Assessment of data disaggregation
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E-Handbook on SDG 

Framework and Metadata 

Provides up- to-date information and enhances 

knowledge on to data producers and users to 

improve collection, compilation and analysis. 

The E-handbook includes the following:

provides metadata of each indicator in both the 

Arabic and the English languages

- Sustainable Development Goals and indicators

- Metadata for each indicator

- List of focal points for each indicator

- Tier classification of each indicator

- Background information

- Resources (videos, e-learning, good practices..)

https://www.unescwa.org/ehandbook-sdg-framework-metadata

https://www.unescwa.org/ehandbook-sdg-framework-metadata
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CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES
R

e
gi

o
n

al
 &

 N
at

io
n

al
 W

o
rk

sh
o

p
s • Policy areas: Enviro, Human 

settlement for the new urban 
agenda, population, 
Multidimensional poverty..

• Disaggregation: sex, disability, 
migration, ..

• Tools: big data, civil registration, 
administrative records, 
geospatial technologies, SDMX,..

A
d

vi
so

ry
 s

e
rv

ic
e

s • Quality SDG country data

• National accounts

• VAW

• Improve monitoring and 
presentation of data

• Assessment of statistical 
environment, NSDS
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OUTREACH INTEGRATED PROGRAMMES



Gender 

Statistic 

Curriculum

E-learning 

programme

Training of 

Trainers

National 

workshops

Integrated Gender Statistics Toolkit
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INTERAGENCY AND EXPERT GROUP MEETINGS

Ex
p

e
rt

 G
ro

u
p

 M
e

e
ti

n
gs • Technical Advisory Group on 

Demographic and Social 
Statistics

• Technical Advisory Group on 
Economic Statistics

• Inter-agency and Expert 
Group meeting on Gender 
Statistics

• Inter-agency and Expert 
Group meeting on Disability 
Statistics

Fo
cu

se
d

 E
G

M • EGM Tracking 
progress toward the 
implementation of 
energy related SDGs in 
the Arab Region  24-
25 Jan 17 Beirut

• Meeting on Human 
settlements data for 
the “New Urban 
Agenda” 
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TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

REGIONAL SDGs GUIDELINES

- REGIONAL GENERIC LAW

- REGIONAL FRAMEWORK Consultative 

Meeting on the Implementation Framework for the 

Environmental Dimension of the 2030 Agenda in 

the Arab Region from 18 to 21 September 2017

- HH SURVEY TOOLKITS 

- VAW & TUS HH QUESTIONNAIRE 

- IMPROVE COLLECTION AND 

CALCULATION OF SDG DATA:

-DISABILITY DATA COLLECTION

-SDG 5 STATISTICS & POLICY

https://www.unescwa.org/events/implementation-framework-environmental-2030-agenda-arab
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TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

MONITORING

- SDG PROGRESS REPORT

- GOAL TRACER

- DISABILITY IN SDGS 

- Statistics for Policy SG & SDD

- GENDER GAPS IN SDGs
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SDG DATABASE

ESCWA SDG DATA PORTAL FOR 22 ARAB COUNTRIES

+ NATIONAL DATABASE

+ SDGs DASHBOARD

SDG Data Labs – Reconciling data differences btw national and 

international sources

FEDERATED STATISTICAL INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR SDGs

+ NATIONAL DASHBOARDS FOR COUNTRY DATA – ESRI
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Way Forward

It is a process to develop gradually

• Improve statistical environment and processes 

• Improve data quality

• Establish a platform for national reporting & success stories

• Publish available indicators to eliminate reporting burden 

• Revisit - align to standards and produce disaggregated data

• Add new indicators, use proxies where not available

• Develop sources of data-more partnerships and training

• Monitor progress and impact



Economic And Social Commission For Western Asia

THANK YOU


